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1.
Stories are a playground for language.

· “words” allow for varying understandings, and allow writers and readers to play with language and meaning
· words can create or destroy; they can bind you or set you free

2.
Stories create community.

· link teller to listeners

· link listeners to one another

3.
Stories help us see through the eyes of other people.
· try on the experiences of others

· Imagination must aid in the believability

4. Stories show us the consequences of our actions.
· train our sight for seeing where we are going, providing direction
· reveal human conduct: who we are; who we could be; what we have done, thus needing to not repeat
5.
Stories educate our desires.

· tell us what is worth having

· lead us in different directions
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6. Stories help us dwell in “place.”
· express a knowledge of the era/time

· help us recognise bonds among people and places

7.
Stories help us dwell in “time.”
· help connect us to past and future events

· tie us to memory and anticipation

8.
Stories help us deal with suffering, loss and death.

· provide comfort

· show triumph over adversary: good vs. evil 
9.
Stories teach us to be human.

· distinguish us from animals

· show us wisdom

10.
Stories acknowledge the wonder/mystery of creation

· don’t answer everything (who/what can?)

· express perfect things imperfectly

· allows us to go beyond the restrictions of reality
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