Allusion Research Assignment

DEFINITION:  An Allusion is a brief, indirect reference to a person, place, object or event, assumed to be known to the reader. The writer does not explain the background information, but assumes the knowledge on the part of the reader. 

“The guy is a real Shakespeare” is an allusion because it is indirect, presumes the reader knows who Shakespeare is, and implies an abstract thought, namely, that ‘the guy is a real poet.’ But just referring to an author by name, e.g., “Thomas Aquinas wrote an average of forty pages a day for thirty years,” while it presumes we know who Aquinas was, is a direct reference; as such, it is not an allusion.

There are several ways that an allusion can help a reader and a writer:

· Allusions engage the reader and will often help the reader remember the message or theme of the passage or understand a character better.

· Allusions allow the writer to give an example or get a point across without going into too much detail.

Here are some examples that allude to people or events in literature or the bible: 

· “When Suzie lost her job, she acted like a Scrooge, and refused to buy anything that wasn’t necessary.” 
· Scrooge is an extremely stingy charac[image: image1.jpg]
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ter from Charles Dickens’, A Christmas Carol.  
· Therefore, readers can infer that Suzie is thrifty.
· “Romeo would be proud of how Andy is with the ladies.” Romeo is very romantic in expressing his love for Juliet. 
· Therefore…
· “Virginia enters a Garden of Eden whenever she goes into her backyard.”
· The Garden of Eden was the paradise God made for Adam and Eve. 
· Therefore…
*************************************************************************************************************

In the short story, The Indisputable Weight of the Ocean there are several allusions.  A grasp of these allusions will help you to better understand the main character Edmund and why he does what he does.

	Tutankahman’s tomb
	Winston Churchill
	Et tu, Brute?

	Napoleon’s last campaign at Waterloo
	Berlin wall
	Roman coliseum

	gladiators
	pagan rituals
	Encyclopedia Britannica


Task:  In your small group, you will

1. research your allusion

2. organize the information into a one page summary

· Clearly explain what your allusion is / where it comes from

· Explain what your allusion adds to the reader’s understanding of the story (e.g. how it enhances Edmund’s character; how it develops theme; how it reinforces other ideas in the story; etc.)

3. complete a Works Cited page (Remember that you must cite images as well as sources.)

4. present your information to the class

Reminders:

· For your one page summary,  use colour, bolding, underlining, photos, etc. to make key ideas stand out.  The easier it is to read, the more likely your classmates will understand it. Use your own words.  Avoid copying directly from the research.

· For your presentation, be clear and concise when you explain enough information about your topic so that the rest of us have a clear and thorough understanding of the key ideas.  Share the speaking role.

· We will review how to complete a Works Cited page in class.

You are strongly advised to use reference works such as encyclopedias (print or online) as they have already condensed large topics into brief, understandable explanations of the key ideas.  Internet websites will also be helpful.  Just be cautious.  Evaluate the website author carefully.  Avoid using sites that have a strong bias.  DO NOT USE WIKIPEDIA!!!!!! as you cannot be sure whether or not the information located there is correct.

Evaluation:
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	Below Level

	Handout - Content

(10)
	Handout provides thorough and useful information about allusion. Limited errors/omissions.
	Handout provides sufficient information about allusion. A few minor errors.
	Handout may offer ordinary information or is overly full of information, thus hard to read.  Several minor errors.
	Handout is brief; only provides basic information to classmates about allusion.  Several major errors.
	Handout not submitted or is a cursory attempt at summarizing.  Major errors. Handout is plagiarized.

	Handout - Organization

(5)
	Handout is organized in a highly effective manner. Excellent use of colour, photos or diagrams, subtitles, etc. to make it easily readable.
	Handout is organized in an effective manner. Good use of colour, photos or diagrams, subtitles, etc. to make it readable.
	Handout is organized in a somewhat effective manner. Some use of colour, photos or diagrams, subtitles, etc. to make it readable.
	An attempt has been made to organize information. Limited use of colour, photos or diagrams, subtitles, etc. to make it readable.
	Little to no organization obvious.  No effort to provide visual cues to help classmates follow information.



	Presentation 

(10)

Skills - volume, pace, word choice, eye contact
	Presentation includes a wealth of significant, clearly-explained information and ideas about topic.   Demonstrates above-average presentation skills in all aspects of volume, pace, word choice and eye contact.


	Presentation includes sufficient and clear information and ideas about topic.  Demonstrates sufficient presentation skills in most aspects of volume, pace, word choice and eye contact.


	Presentation includes some important information  about topic. Learn information better so that you can present it more clearly. Demonstrates average presentation skills in some aspects of volume, pace, word choice and eye contact.


	Presentation includes little important information and ideas about topic.  Some parts of the presentation are unclear.  Demonstrates weak presentation skills  in some aspects of volume, pace, word choice and eye contact.


	Presentation does not provide enough important information and ideas about topic. Demonstrates presentation skills below level in the aspects of volume, pace, word choice and eye contact.



	Works Cited

(10)
	Complete and correct
	A few minor errors
	Several minor errors.  Some small formatting problems
	Several major errors.  Several formatting problems
	Incomplete or too many errors to meet grade standard. 


















